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Mission Statement:  

The Keystone Oaks School District’s mission is to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical 

thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society. 

 
KEYSTONE OAKS HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENT SYLLABUS  

ENGLISH  10 
 

 This syllabus is provided to students taking English 10 and their parents as a statement of expected 

outcomes and topics to be studied.  This planned course overview is intended to give students an understanding 

of course expectations with the hope that they will experience improved academic achievement. 

 

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTED LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT 
 

The student taking this course will be expected to: 

1. Attend and be prepared for class daily and participate in class activities. 

2. Report to the teacher for all assignments when excused for another school-related activity (field trip, 

guest speaker, labs, etc.).  The student should do this prior to his absence. 

3. Study materials presented in class and in the text. 

4. Complete homework assignments. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The student will: 

1. Develop a consciousness of the composing process, which includes prewriting, drafting, revising, 

editing, and proofreading.  

2. Develop insights into informal exposition through the writing of personal essays and literary critiques. 

3. Develop research and organizational techniques through the process of library work, note taking, 

outlining, internet use, internal documentation, and creating a works cited page. 

4. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate works of literature based on author’s use of literary devices.  

5. Characterize the attributes of important historical periods through the study of short stories, novels, 

and poems written by various authors.  

6. Characterize the Ancient Greek and Elizabethan periods through the study of tragedy written by 

Euripides and William Shakespeare. 

7. Identify the short story, novel, and drama as unique literary genres.  

8. Practice listening actively, asking relevant questions, and cooperating with others.  

 

CONTENT OBJECTIVES 
The student will: 

1. Demonstrate the ability to organize his/her writing. 

2. Generate and select topics that relate to the various pieces of literature studied. 

3. Demonstrate the effective use of concrete language to express sensory details. 

4. Demonstrate a knowledge of the mechanics of grammar through his/her writing. 

5. Demonstrate a knowledge of analogies, reading comprehension, antonyms, and sentence completion 

as parts of the Literature Keystone Exam. 

6. Demonstrate a knowledge of college vocabulary through oral and written exercises.  

7. Relate the elements of Greek and Elizabethan drama to the play read. 

8. Analyze the characters of a given work. 

9. Interpret the themes in a play, novel or short story.  

10. Analyze the characteristics of a novel. 

11. Apply the elements and devices of fiction to assigned short stories.  

12. Discuss social issues of prejudice, tradition, socioeconomic class divisions, and man's dark side as 

they pertain to the literary works studied.  
13. Analyze and synthesize ideas related to the selections from the Literature anthology. 
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MATERIALS USED 

Literary works are related each year according to class make-up, student need and interest, etc. 

1. Daily Language Practice activities  

2. Collections of short stories, poems, and plays from “Responding to Literature” Anthology 

3. Collections of non-fiction texts  

4. Lord of the Flies – by William Golding 

5. Night – by Ellie Wiesel  

6. To Kill a Mockingbird – by Harper Lee  

7. Accelerated Reader  

 

PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATION 
 

The evaluation of the work done by the students will include the following items but is not limited to these 

items: quizzes, unit tests, oral reports, written compositions, and library research.  

 

 The grade assigned will be on the basis of the Keystone Oaks School District grading scale:  

   90  - 100%  =   A 

   80  -   89%  =   B 

   70  -   79%  =  C 

   60  -   69% =   D 

   50% and lower = F 

 

Grades are weighted for each nine week grading period as follows:  

   Homework:   10% 

   Accelerated Reader:  10% 

   In Class Assignments:  15% 

   Participation:   10% 

   Quizzes:   25% 

   Tests:    30% 

             *A midterm and a final will be given each are worth 10% of a student’s overall grade. 

   
HOMEWORK POLICY 

 Homework varies according to the particular aspect of writing, literature, or vocabulary being studied. 

For instance, when essays are assigned, there will be reading and interpretive homework that could be in the 

form of taking notes, answering/formulating questions, or being able to state the author's style, theme, point of 

view, etc. Some homework will be graded; some will not. Its total worth will be 10% of the student's final 

grade. Late homework is automatically worth 50% and may be made up the following day. After the allotted 

time, homework will not be accepted. It is the student's responsibility to show late work to the teacher since the 

class has moved forward. It should be noted that longer reading and writing assignments are given at least one 

week in advance of their due date so that students may budget their time accordingly. Additionally, there will 

be a comprehension test the day a reading is due. 

 


